AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR
CHAPTER I
JOHN HKNUY NKWMANT was born in Old Broad Street in the City of London on February 21, 1801, and was baptized in the church of 8t. Benot Fink on April 9 of the same year. His Father was a London banker, whoso family came from Cambridgeshire. His Mother was of a French Protestant family, who left Franco for this country on the revocation of the Edict of Nantes* Ho was the eldest of nix children, throe boys and throe girls.
On May 1, 1808, when he wan seven yearn old, ho was nont to a school of 200 boys, increasing to 300, at 'JCaling, near London, under the earn of the Rev. (Joorgo Nicholas, D.U.L., of Wadluuu College, Oxford As a child ho was of a studious turn and of a quick apprehension, and J)r, Nicholas, to whom he became greatly attached, was accustomed to nay that no boy had run through the school, from the bottom to the top, an rapidly an John Newman. Though in no respect a precocious boy, ho attempted original compositions in prose and verso from the ago of eleven, and in prose showed n great sensibility, and took much pains in matter of stylo. Ho devoted to nuch literary exorcises, and to such books an came in his way, a good portion of his playtime; and his school-fellows have left OH record that they never, or scarcely ever, Haw him taking part in any game.
At* Kaling ho remained eight years and a half, bis own, entreaties aiding IIIH Mother mid his schoolmaster iu hindering his removal to Winchester College. In the hint half-year of his school life, from August to Doe-ember 1816—-accidentally out-staying big immediate school friends—he fell under thci wrote without an eyo to stylo, and since my taste was bad my stylo wan bad. I wrote in stylo as another might writo in verso, or sing instead of speaking, or dance instead of walking. Also my evangelical tone contributed to its bad taste.
